A Pastoral Response to the Earthquake in Haiti. John Sinclair. Jan. 24. 2010
Almost 2 weeks ago the world was shaken, certainly the nation of Haiti has and is enduring what some have called a “worst case scenario”. However you line it up-the earthquake is a disaster of incredible proportion and the “aftershocks” are literally wreaking havoc on many of the worlds poorest. Haiti has been described by Brian Williams of NBC as being hit with “destruction upon destruction.” World health organizations are projecting 200,000 dead, they are also saying many more Haitians will perish unless immediate and sustained help is received.  
Christians often are sought out to get a sound bite or 2 so either their perspectives can be ridiculed or dismissed. The question might go like this- “where is God in Haiti?” or flip it a bit, like “where was God when the earthquake struck?” One notable Christian evangelist and media guy namely Pat Robertson went weird, or whatever, he said or implied that the reason for the earthquake was that Haiti several centuries ago had made a “pact with the Devil”. That sounds incredibly arrogant and comes across sounding terrible-I don’t get that comment! Yet there might be a small truth in all this, wrapped in some bad theology with a “dude-what were you thinking?”
Here’s what I think- God did not cause this earthquake nor did he will it, want it , or make it happen. I do not think that God was asleep or off tending to other matters. I do believe God allowed it and I also believe he will use it to bring himself glory, offer hope to his children, and repentance to the nations- including America and Haiti. Pat Robertson had one thing right- a pact was made with the Devil and that is “Bible true”. In Genesis chapter 3 the people of earth, the original Mama and Papa, namely Adam and Eve turned their backs on God, simply put, they made a really bad decision. A deal was made with the Devil that has and continues to link humanity to sin and rebellion. A pact was made with the enemy of God and literally all hell broke loose. We continue to live in a very fractured and broken world, aligned with the old agreement. Sin still pops up, suffering shows itself, evil knocks at the door, storms arrive, and so do earthquakes! Bad things happen to good and bad people, some the result of sin and some just because we live in a very imperfect world. 

Another question that media types and people in general ask when dealing
with unexplained accidents, death, or just bad stuff is “how can a loving God allow such things.” In this case maybe the question becomes - God! “why did you allow all those children in Haiti to die, hundreds of thousands of kids killed or orphaned?” Why would a good God allow such suffering? What if we asked the question another way like, how can a good God
allow any mercy or love to anyone- ever? Especially when you consider we

are part of a world with a lousy track record, a world that has made a sport out of injustice, murder, slavery, hatred,- to name just a few. I guess I am just asking- why would a good God even care, let alone, give us life? Deep in the Old Testament we get a glimpse of a good God who does care a lot- in the book of Lamentations chapter 3 verses 22-26. “Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness I say to myself,"The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him "The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.”
                A Pastoral Response to the Earthquake in Haiti- Conti.
Earthquakes, hurricanes, sickness, terrorism give us great cause to seek

absolute answers to our questions often causing a crisis of faith or maybe   they just weaken our resolve to finish well. Tough questions can also bring us to a place of inquiry and can help us draw closer to God.
Maybe a question to consider is this- why am I able to breathe, why am I still standing in the face of great destruction- what’s that all about? Is there a miracle happening in the midst of great suffering, injury, and calamity? Is Haiti an opportunity for us all to seek a spiritual solution for our lives?
When people would approach Mother Teresa and ask her the really hard

Questions of life and death, she would remind folks she didn’t know about that or have pat answers. Mother Teresa would simply say “just trust-just trust God.” Jesus when cornered by the religious about why there was suffering across town or what about the accident in the next village-
People would ask “hey Jesus whose to blame for that tower falling?” Jesus responded with “not going to answer that one” but to the questioner He used the God card which read “repent or you will perish”. When really bad
things happen- we get the chance to think or re-think our spirituality.

Jesus is on record of saying- He is the bread of life, He is our source, He has

defeated death, the dead in Christ will rise again, and to get into the Kingdom of God, you need to be a kid. Hey, this isn’t all “pie in the sky”- its
not totally about living in the “sweet bye and bye.” This same God makes a strong case for walking the talk as he endured the suffering of the cross and continues to work alongside the missing, the empty and the poor. We’ve all seen video and pictures of the Haitians misery and suffering- unimaginable loss of life but did you catch the woman rescued after 4-5 days of being buried alive? All you could hear as she was being carted off for help, all you could hear as she clung to life covered with debris and dirt, all you could hear was this precious woman cry out to Jesus. What other hope did that rescued woman in Haiti have? What other hope do any of us have?
Jesus offers all people a new deal- his life for theirs. Jesus has agreed to take our sin, He breaks the pacts with the devil, shreds the old contracts with self and ego.  Even in the face of disaster we all- all of us- all people, all the nations are invited to the table of God to say Yes to Jesus. The Messiah is coming! Lord, open the eyes of our heart, our soul, and our spirit! 
There is yet another question to be asked- who do you say that this Jesus is and what will you do with this amazing love that He gives without regard to ones position, demographics or culture. Jesus stands at the door and knocks

-all the while asking a question of his own, will you open your heart and let me in?

Stay tuned to how the Vineyard USA and its churches (including eastgate)

will be responding  to help the people of Haiti. Check out the vineyard eastgate website for updates and information- www.vineyardeastgate.org
In the meantime pray, give generously, look for opportunities to serve others and read everyday the words of God like in Micah chapter 6: verse 8
“But he's already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men and women. It's quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love and don't take yourself too seriously— take God seriously”.  The Message Version of the Bible
